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Third Grade Teachers

Teams

Holly Geissel - ELA/Social Studies
Carla Icenhower - Math/Science

Erin Royster - ELA/Social Studies
Lisa Jones - Math/Science

Instructional teams are formed to 
enhance student learning across subject 
areas.  Students benefit because they 

are exposed to the instructional wisdom 
of more than one teacher.



Virtual Learning Schedule
8:00-8:30 am Attendance, SEL, daily objectives via Google Meets/Zoom

8:30-9:30 am Block 1 synchronous learning (teacher led virtual
instruction via  Google Meets/Zoom)

9:30-10:45 am Block 1 asynchronous learning (students complete
independent work as assigned in Google Classroom)

10:45-11:00 am Recess on your own

11:00-11:30 am Lunch on your own

11:30am-12:30 pm Block 2 synchronous learning (teacher led virtual
instruction via Google Meets/Zoom)

12:30--12:45 pm Recess on your own

12:45-2:00 pm Block 2 asynchronous/synchronous learning (students
complete independent work as assigned in Google
Classroom, teacher meets small groups as assigned)

2:00-2:15 pm Closure 

2:15-3:00 pm Specials on your own



Virtual Learning
● Helpful tips:

○ Be present at 8:00 am for attendance
○ Create a learning area at home that is as free from distractions as possible
○ The grading policy is the same for in-person and at-home learners
○ It’s important for the kids to complete their own work
○ Be sure to follow the Allen ISD Student Handbook (found starting on page 56) dress code 

during live teacher-led instruction, and/or videoed assignments turned in 
○ During at-home learning live teacher-led instruction, students may excuse themselves to 

use the restroom by raising their hand
○ Keep school-distributed supplies and the required grade level supplies (click “supplies” to see 

the school supply list) in a safe place as they need to come back to school when in-person 
learning begins

○ Before the first day of school, all students need to practice logging into the AISD portal at 
portal.allenisd.org and finding Google Classroom as that is where all student assignments 
will be located

https://www.allenisd.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=57870&dataid=85880&FileName=2020-21%20SEARCHABLE%20Student%20Handbook.pdf
https://www.allenisd.org/cms/lib/TX01001197/Centricity/ModuleInstance/57640/School%20Supplies%2020-21.pdf


Virtual Learning
Virtual learning this school year will look very different than it did in the 
spring.  Students are expected to be actively participating in the teacher-led, 
live instruction every day in order to be counted “present”.  Students will 
also be completing a portion of their daily work independently during the 
asynchronous learning times.  Third grade will be using Google Classroom 
to facilitate and organize the work completion and turn-in process.  

**It might be helpful for parents to get the Google Classroom app on their 
smartphones because it can make submitting video assignments and 
photos of classwork a lot easier.  





In-Person Learning Schedule
7:45 am Arrival, attendance, announcements

8:00-9:45 am Block 1

9:45-10:30 am Specials

10:30-11:00 am Block 1

11:00 am SWITCH

11:00-11:30 am Block 2

11:30am-12:00 pm Lunch

12:00-12:30 pm Recess

12:30-2:15 pm Block 2

2:15-2:45 pm SEL, Closure

2:55 pm Dismissal



Questions you may have...
● What does switching classes look like?

○ In third grade, the students benefit from having two different teachers each day.  Students 
will receive their math and science instruction from one teacher, and their ELA and social 
studies instruction from the other.  In order to minimize the spread of germs, the teachers 
will be transitioning from classroom to classroom rather than the students.  This may 
change depending on future COVID guidelines.

● What time does school start?
○ In-person school starts at 7:45am. Students may start arriving at 7:25 and will be directed 

to their classrooms at the appropriate times.  In-home virtual learning students should be 
at their workstation and logged in by 8:00 am. 

● Will there be a newsletter?
○ Newsletters are normally sent out each Tuesday via email.  The newsletter will have 

important information about upcoming events, what we are learning that week, and 
homework,  Due to everyone starting the school year virtually, newsletters will not be sent 
out until a later date.  Instead, you will find this information on the Learning Plan found in 
your child’s Google Classroom. 



Questions you may have...
● Will my child be doing homework?

○ We ask that each child read 15-20 minutes independently or out loud to an adult each day.. 
○ To help reinforce math skills at home, students will be able to use the online resource 

Dreambox.  More information will be emailed to you about this exciting new resource!

● How will I know my child’s daily grades?
○ Graded work will be sent home in Tuesday Folders each week. You may also view your 

child’s grades in Skyward. 
○ If a score below 70 is earned, the student will meet with the teacher at school for a reteach 

opportunity and then correct the assignment in class for a maximum grade of a 70.

● When can I expect to see my child’s report card?
○ This year, report cards will be paperless! You’ll be able to see your child’s report card in 

Skyward at the end of each 9 week grading period. 



Questions you may have...
● Will my child be able to eat a snack at school?

○ Yes, students will be able to have a snack at 2:00. 
○ It is recommended that students bring something that is easy for them to eat while 

working.  For example, snacks that might spill or require a spoon are not ideal.  Thank you 
for your help with this!

● Can my child bring a water bottle to school?
○ Yes, this year your child needs to bring a water bottle. Drinking fountains will be turned off, 

but no-touch water bottle filling stations will be available. 

● What is the birthday invitation/celebration policy?
○ Birthdays are very special!  At Preston Elementary, we will not be passing out birthday 

invitations or any treats for birthdays. If you would like to make sure that students in 
your child’s class receive a birthday invitation, please reference the PTA directory for contact 
information and addresses.  



Dismissal 
● Kinder-2nd (and older siblings) car riders will be dropped off and picked up in front of the school.
● 3rd-6th will be dropped off and picked up on the side of the school closest to Tillman Drive 

(closest to the Gym),
● Walkers will be dismissed to their appropriate exit (new back trail or front of school) and be 

released to walk home. If you are meeting your child to walk home, we ask that you wait outside 
of school property.

● Please let your child’s teacher know how he/she will get home on the first day of in-person 
learning as well as the rest of the year.

We understand that there are times that your child’s way of getting home will change. If you 
need to make a change to transportation, please contact the office first. The office will make sure the 
teacher gets the message. You may also e-mail the teacher, but there are times throughout the day 
we are not at our computers to receive e-mails. The best way for teachers to know there is a change 
in transportation is to call the office! 

If you need to pick up your child from school early, you may go to the front office and sign them 
out. The office will call for them to leave class. 



How to contact your child’s teacher...

● Email is the best way to communicate with your child’s teacher.  We will 
respond as soon as we are able.  If you need to contact your child’s teacher 
during the school day, you may also leave a message with the office.  

○ Ms. Geissel--- holly.geissel@allenisd.org 
○ Mrs. Icenhower--- carla.icenhower@allenisd.org 
○ Ms. Jones--- lisa.jones@allenisd.org
○ Mrs. Royster--- erin.royster@allenisd.org

mailto:holly.geissel@allenisd.org
mailto:carla.icenhower@allenisd.org
mailto:lisa.jones@allenisd.org
mailto:erin.royster@allenisd.org


Helpful links for parents...
● Preston Elementary: https://www.allenisd.org/prestones 

● Parent FAQs: https://www.allenisd.org/domain/4256 

● Allen ISD Calendar: AllenINDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

● Grade Level Website: https://www.allenisd.org/Domain/4218 

● Third Grade Parent Handbook:  https://www.allenisd.org/Page/50871 

● PTA and Spirit Wear: https://prestonpta.membershiptoolkit.com/home 

https://www.allenisd.org/prestones
https://www.allenisd.org/domain/4256
https://www.allenisd.org/cms/lib/TX01001197/Centricity/domain/71/2020-2021%20school%20year%20calendars/2020-21%20School%20Calendar%20Master-1.pdf
https://www.allenisd.org/Domain/4218
https://www.allenisd.org/Page/50871
https://prestonpta.membershiptoolkit.com/home


Helpful links for parents...
● Gradebook- Skyward/Family Access: https://skyward.allenisd.org 

○ How to setup Skyward notifications: https://www.allenisd.org/Page/54649 
○ How to submit absent notes electronically: https://www.allenisd.org/Page/54653 

● Volunteer Application: https://www.allenisd.org/Page/214  
○ Please note you have renew your volunteer status annually
○ While visitors may not be in the buildings for the start of the school year, this 

may change so it is a good idea to go ahead and fill it out!

● School Pay: https://allenisd.schoolpay.com/ 

● Lunch Accounts PayPams: https://paypams.com/HomePage.aspx 

https://skyward.allenisd.org
https://www.allenisd.org/Page/54649
https://www.allenisd.org/Page/54653
https://www.allenisd.org/Page/214
https://allenisd.schoolpay.com/
https://paypams.com/HomePage.aspx

